
Mathew is enjoying Navy life at 
CFB Esquimalt especially since he 
has found himself a girlfriend in 
Victoria.  He has been assigned to 
the HMCS Ottawa where its home 
port is Esquimalt, B.C.  The ship 
sails out to sea on short training 
sessions but, occasionally, it docks 
somewhere along the coast so they 
can conduct tours of the ship to 
promote recruitment.   
 
In July, the ship sailed over to 
North Vancouver where we met 
up with Mathew who took us on a 
tour of the ship while it was 
docked at Burrard Dry Dock – we 
drove, he sailed!  He completes his 
first four years of active duty Janu-
ary, 2025 so we’ll see how it goes 
from there.  The photo below was 

taken just after our tour that day. 
Mathew circled. 
He gets over to Vancouver once 
in a while and takes the time to 
visit with Grandpa and Grandma 
between other engagements so 
it’s nice to see him from time to 
time between his text messages. 

Ben completed the restoration work on his truck this summer, just in time 
for him to enter a few summer truck shows.  At the 4WDABC X TAG 
CUSTOMS – Fundraiser Car Show in August he won Best in Show and 
has gone on to win other awards as the summer progressed.  He is a third 
year Automotive Mechanic Apprentice at Budget Brake & Muffler in Delta 
and is currently back at school following a lengthy gap in his formal educa-
tion due to the pandemic.  He and his girlfriend, Tasia, have been together 
for over seven years now and there is a hint in the wind that they make it 
formal soon.   

Burrard Drydock 

Paige Clancey~March 21, 1966—November 11, 2022 

Mission Accomplished  

Mathew Enjoying Navy Life 

It is with heavy hearts that we must tell you 
that Paige died suddenly at her home in White 
Rock, B.C. on the evening of November 11th. 
She was 56 years old.  On that day, she was 
due to join a group of friends as they meet eve-
ry Friday afternoon.  She phoned them to say 
that she was not feeling well and would have a 
nap before joining them. When she did not 
show up at the appointed time, her friends be-
gan to phone, email and text but got no re-
sponse.  After no word from her the next day, 

they called the RCMP for a wellness check.  After gaining access to 
her third floor condo through a balcony door, the police found her on 
her bed where she lay down for a nap. Official cause of death was: 
massive bilateral pulmonary thromboemboli (pulmonary embolism).  

We are writing this as we pre-
pare for yet another journey 
south to Palm Dessert where we 
will reside until March next 
year.  Last year was a close 
thing as border crossings opened 
just a couple of weeks before we 
were scheduled to leave.  We 
were prepared with the neces-
sary COVID documentation but 
were never questioned as we 
crossed over to the U.S.  Com-
ing back was a different story as 
Canadian proof of vaccination 
and ArriveCan app had to be in 
order before we returned.  For-
tunately, they did away with the 
PCR test only days before we 
were set to leave Palm Desert.  
We had PCR tests set up at a lab 
in Olympia, WA.  The timing 
had to be right because it had to 
be done within 72 hours of ar-
riving at the border which is a 
little tricky when you're driving. 
That test was going to cost us 
US$200.00 EACH to guarantee 

the results before we hit the bor-
der.   The last minute change to an 
Antigen test made it easier but still 
had to be done within 24 hours of 
our arrival at the border.  We 
heard from another traveller that 
all the places near the border that 
do the Antigen test were totally 
booked so we booked with 
Walgreen's in Tumwater, WA 
which is where we spend our last 
night.  It was administered at the 
drive through and had our results 
within the hour. We used our Cali-
fornia address so the tests were 
free - beats paying US$400 for 
PCR tests.  Still, it was a little 
stressful trying to coordinate the 
timing of the tests along with the 
ArriveCan which was time sensi-
tive as well. 
Our original hosts in Palm Desert 
had sold their condo so we were 
forced to look elsewhere.  At the 
last minute, we were able to find 
another place in the same com-
plex.  It was recommended by our 
southern neighbors and it turned 
out to be way more comfortable.  
We had some back and forth com-
munications with our new host 
regarding transfer of funds and it 
turned out that she lived only a 
few blocks away from us in White 
Rock.   In the past, transferring 
funds was always a hassle.  Cut-
ting a cheque in Canadian dollars 
made life a lot easier.  

California Again — CANCELLED 


